Pediatric critical care pharmacodynamics.
Dosage requirements are different in the pediatric population due to ongoing development in pediatric patients from birth to adulthood. The pharmacologic response will depend on how the patient absorbs, distributes and excretes the drug as well as the sensitivity of "pediatric" receptors to the drug. The subjects of pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics encompass these relationships and help to explain the pharmacologic differences seen in children relative to adults.